DOWNEAST COASTAL
CONSERVANCY

The Downeast Coastal Conservancy (DCC) maintains
and protects the Reversing Falls Preserve and also
works cooperatively with land owners to protect other
land in coastal Washington County from Steuben to
Lubec and up to Calais and Rt 9. This area is part of
the last frontier on the Northeast coast of peaceful,
untrammeled beauty, including forests, woodlands,
wetlands, islands, salt marshes, clam flats, fishing
villages and working waterfronts.

DCC is a membership organization whose mission is
the conservation of natural habitats and resources of
the coastal watersheds, islands and communities of
Washington County, Maine, for present and future
generations.

Formed in 2009 through the merger of Great Auk Land

Trust and Quoddy Regional Land Trust, Downeast
Coastal Conservancy brought together two successful
land trusts, each with over twenty years of conservation
into a single, stronger organization.

To join DCC, make a charitable contribution, or obtain
assistance in conserving your land, please contact us.

DOWNEAST COASTAL CONSERVANCY

PO Box 760
Machias, ME 04654

Telephone: 207-255-4500
www.DowneastCoastalConservancy.org
info@downeastcoastalconservancy.org
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REVERSING FALLS PRESERVE

THE STORY OF REVERSING FALLS

Traditionally called Cobsook Falls, the reversing falls at
Mahar Point are an unusual phenomenon on the Maine
coast. The word Cobscook, detrived from the Passama-
quoddy word kapscook, means waterfalls. However, as
the author Fannie Hardy Eckstorm writes in Indian Place
Names of the Maine Coast, “these are not ordinary wa-
terfalls; they are boiling tide over unseen rocks.”

On the incoming tide, the water filling Dennys and Whit-
ing bays passes through the narrow channel between
Mabhar Point and Falls Island. In this channel, a huge
ledge impedes the 9-12 knot current to create the falls,
deep whirlpools and high swells. On the outgoing tide,
the process occurs in the reverse direction, hence the
reversing falls. A 12-foot drop between the two ends of
the falls occurs at mid-tide.

The channel here provides a different experience at each
stage of the tidal cycle. As the tide dramatically rises or
falls (up to 24 feet every 6.4 hours), the channel trans-
forms from peaceful, still water to a raging torrent and
back again. Reversing Falls is well worth visiting at dif-
ferent times of the tide!

[T

At slack tide, the sounds of rushing waters quiet for a short
time before the tide reverses. Becanse of the

dramatic tides, Reversing Falls is well worth visiting at several
tide stages.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Reversing Falls Preserve consists of 194 acres of
conserved land, including 1.5 miles of shorefront.

Harbor seal resting on a rock.

It is a perfect spot for wildlife watching. Seals can
often be seen playing in the strong currents of the
falls. Bald eagles and many species of waterfowl and
migratory birds can be observed from the shore.
Cobscook Bay is home to the highest density of
nesting bald eagles in Maine. Thousands of shore-
birds use Cobscook Bay as a stopover for nesting
and feeding during their migration.

In winter, the strong tidal flow keeps the bay largely
ice free, making it an attractive site for water fowl
like black ducks and Canada geese.

Every incoming tide brings a fresh supply of nutri-
ents from the Atlantic Ocean. These nutrients sup-
port the growth of seaweed and algae, as well as a
multitude of shellfish, marine worms and other in-
vertebrates.

Several spur trails allow hikers the opportunity to
find a quiet place to watch for wildlife and enjoy the
natural beauty of Reversing Falls.



{SUONEIIUIS dININJ 29 IUIIIND J0J S[[e,] SuIsIoAdY 2a39saxd Surdoy roy noA syyueyy

“eaye Suryred oy

01 SO[TW G'[ JOJ ONUNUOD PUE PLOI WP & 0IUO 1JO] UINI ‘PLOy OPISYFE[T) JO PU 9Y) 1y "SI[IW ' | JOJ SNUNUOD PUL PLOY OPISYFE[D)
01UO 1YJ1F UIN} UL ‘SI[IW ¢*¢ SNURUOY) POy VIO UO0IYSIO] 913 0IUO [[IY [[ews & dn 1jo[ a1erpowrur Ue oye) uayy  ‘udis dois oy
18 148 UIn], ‘Uonels sed SurAI] o opIsoq A[PIBIPOWIW 4 {7 9INOY JO UOISUIIXD ) OJUO ISEI UINT, "dJOIqUIdJ 0} | INOY oYE ],

STIVH ONISYIATY OL ONILLID

‘sown [[e 3 $39d pue ULIP[IYD SUNOA Udle\ "OPING [D0] PIOUdTIOdXD Uk 1M UOP
2q A[uo pnoys Suneoq ‘awn Aue Je WIMS JO apem 0} 9jesun st 3] “ApPmb a8ueyDd S[[E,] SUISIOAY 1E SIUIIND YT,

*Axoddifs oq Aew syo0x st Sumy{[em UM 9FED e ],
"UONEIaZ9A SUIpUNOLINS 9FeWEp J0U 03 st 0s (ped Sun[em UO Aels IseI[J
"POMO[[E 10U 93¢ SUNSIATEY PIIMYD0F put Uonda[od jue[d ‘Suiddn 1y weseqq
“P2MO[[E JOU 7€ SIIqOWMOUS PU ‘SA TV ‘Gurduwed ‘sair]
"S991) JO ‘s93PI ‘SYD0F UT S[ENTUT JO NIJJLI3 9ATED 10U O(
"uoseas Sununy Jupnp 93ueIo 9ze[q Feam ‘A19Jes JO,]
“SSIF UMO 1€ PUe sInoy 1y3rAep Summp AJuo st
OH[PH QITUSIP JO pI9j 10U o
"SOIYID 20BT) OU AL, PUL  IN0-£378d /UT-A338d,, 9010eId 9sea[]
*SOUIPIMS SUIMO[[0] o1 Surazasqo £q 2oe[d [erads s 109103d sn d[oy ysnp
01 umep woij uado ST AT YT, "A0[UD 01 [[E JOJ 9AFISIIJ S[[E,] SUTSIAY 21 F0J Surred pue dryspremals oL 303 nok yueyT,

SANITAAIND JAYISTUY

0] Suryred o1y 03 peos spoom pasordwiun UE LI UFNIOF UEd 3O yed
owes oY) BIA UINIOT UEd SIOYTH 'siutod mora £203 01 peay spren andg -o30ys papoom o) Suofe sonunuod pue 10 Suryred urised
otp woig syxeds ped Sury oY1, ‘SPPY put eore Surred oy SUIPNOUT S9I0E ZC SUMLIUTEW PUE SUMO YOIqUIdJ JO UMOT, 9T,

NOILVWYO4N| TIVY |

Aeg
sAuuaqg

(Aoueniasuo) ainyeN ayl)
puejs]
slled

TN NN — fuadoig

2)0Iquwad 40 UMoL

b
X
N\
\l/
Aww \
[\&
9 ¥
2\
%\
ONO b Auadold ayenld
O
T\
2\
X\
©
= 1\
C\g
> IAYISTUY <\
e A ST1V4 ONISYIATY )
7 A
Aeg { /

¥0095q0)

joo] &= .
00G | I TAN" 0562




